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Explanations for
most sky objects

Any ideas that recent mysterious objects sighted in SA
skies might be supernatural or interplanetary were scotched
by the Flying Saucer Investigation Committee yesterday.

Mr. N. L. Peichler, Para-
re- field air traffic central

The committee,

n- superintendent; Mrs, J.
cently set _}_JE O'R? Spo to Neale, a housewife, and
sored by The INews 10 pr " “'prank Shaw, The
consider mysterious Ne?rs aviation correspond-
shenomena, held its®f. | : :

- o late ves- Optical illusions
Yirst mesting tate Committee members
day. agreed there were simple

Expert knowledge of explanations to the major-

science, aviation, and fly-
ing conditions were brought
to bear on 13 cases reported
during the past few weeks.

But the committee Was
unable to explain with
complete certainty four
recent cases.

Committee members elec-
ted Emeritus Prof. Sir
Kerr Grant chairman.

Other members are:—
Prof. L. G. H Huxley, pro-
fessor of pnysics at Ade-
laide University; Mr. R. M.
Rechner, wartime pilot, CO
of No. 24 (City of Ade-
laide) Squadron, and SA
manager of TAA; Flight
Lieut. R. Miller, intelligence
officer, RAAF. Mallala,
Mr. N. L. Petchler, Para-
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ity of flying saucer reports,
including car headlights on
nearly invisible cloud
layers, birds, aircraft seen
at unusual angles, fireballs,

meteors., and metleorites,
weather balloons, high
clouds just after sunset,

mirage reflections, optical
illusions, and red corpuscles
inside the eyes.

But there was an element
of doubt about some re-
ports. Insufficient or in-
accurate information could
be the reason for this.

Four of the reports dealt
with vyesterday fall into
this category.

Cases considered were

f
Mr M M Soherek of
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Mr. D. M. Scherek, of
Kirkealdy, who reported a
bright, planet-like object
waxing and waning and
making jerky movements
on the western horizon
early in the morning of
January 9. Explanation—
The planet Jupiter.

Toy balloons

Mr. W. H. Hewes, Croy-
don Park: A bright, round |
vellow object, which
hurtled across the northern
sky just after midnight on
January 15 Explanation
—Meteorite.

Mr. C. H. Barker, of St
Morris: A black, dumbell-
shaped object, flying high
and fast east of Adelaide
at 6.15 p.m. on January 17.
The committee ted
explanation by two ys
who admitted they were
testing two toy balloons
filled with hydrogen and
tied together.

A similar explanation 18
probable for a dumbell-
shaped object reported by
Mr. G. Knipe, of Osborne,
on the following day.

Mr. K. J. McQuillan, of
Pooraka.—A semi-circular
shaped object, flying fast
from north to south dt
920 pm. on January 18
Bright in appearance, it
left a trail of fire. Ex-
plantation. — A star or
meteor,

New type plane

'Ing of January 14,

| tal

Mr. N. R. Koch, Row-

lanmds Elai and ooawvaral
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lands Flat, and several
others.—Wingless, cigar-
shaped silver object flying
500-600 m.p.h., three miles
high in a north-east direc-
tion on the afternoon of
February 4. lanation.
—New type of jet aircraft.
here for experimental pur-

poses.
Mr. C. W. Huxtable,
Mallala.—Shiny. solid ob-
ject speeding across the
sky and shooting up at
terrific speed on the morn-

Ex-
planation.—RAAF authori-
ties found a large toy bal-
loon. frilled by paper ang
with silver strips attached
as a tall, three miles from
the RAAPF station a few
days later. A practical
joke.

Mr. D. A. Rann, Flinders
Park—S8hiny, cigar-shaped
nb{mt. without wings or

assembly, flying out to
sea near Henley Beach at
115 pm. on February 7
Explanation. Aircraft
climbing or banking on to
cowrse by the Visual-Aura)
Radio Range at West
Beach used to home or de-
art aircraft to and from
arafield.

The doubtful cases were
those submitted by Mrs,
F. M. Moon, of Athelstone:
and Messrs. L. Waltike,
Henley Beach: R. ‘F. Gold-

smith, Edithburg; and
C. R. Dallow, rryden
Park.

Chana AdAictartadd
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‘ Shap. dimﬂed committee’'s next meeting

Mrs. Moon’s report of an
orange-colored object on
the night of February 8§
tlg?lksed many essential de-

Mr. Waltke's tambo-
rine-shaped object travel-
' rth early on Janu-
ary 12 was probably a dis-
tant meteorite or fireball
galstnrwd in shape bv dis-

nce,

A late Convair from
Melhoumeﬂwit.h its "{1
ternatin , nose, An
tail lancﬁng ﬁ‘:ht.u flashing.
giving the appearance of
rapid horizontal and ver-
tical flight, was offered by
the committee as the pos-
sible explanation of Mr,
Dallow's glow banana-
shaged object hted late
on January 14. |

The report bg Mr. Goid-
smith of an object like a
hairbrush with the bristles
hanging down sighted on
the eveninf of January 30,
was most likely a flock of
seal:;irds flying inlto E;e
seil sun, stragglers be-
low ge flock forming Lhe
bristles at a distance.

The meeting ended with
Sir Kerr Grant commend-
ing the form of the
committee, which he fel
couki achieve a worthwhile

urpose in setting al res

e minds of people who
might be concerneéd at un-
usua! phenomena. He in-
vited more reports for the
committee’'s next meeting
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