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Explanationsfor
most sky objects——————
Any ideasthatrecent

mysteriousobjects sightedin SA
skies might be

supernatural
or

interplanetary

were scotched

The committee,re-
centlyset up and spon-

soredby The Newsto
consider mysterious
phenomena,held its
firstmeetinglate yes-
day.

Expert knowledgeof
science, aviation, and fly-
ing conditionswere brought
to bear on 13 casesreported

duringthe past few weeks.
But the committeewas

unable to explainwith
completecertaintyfour
recent cases.

Committeemembers elec-
ted EmeritusProf. Sir
Kerr Grant chairman.

Other members are:—
Prof.L. G. H Huxley,pro-
fessorof physicsat Ade-
laide

University;

Mr. R. M.
Rechner,wartimepilot,CO
of No. 24 (Cityof Ade-
laide)Squadron,and SA
managerof TAA; Flight
Lieut. R. Miller,intelligence

officer, RAAF, Mallala;
Mr. N. L. Petchler. Para-

field air trafficcentral
superintendent;Mrs. J.
Neale,a housewife;and
Mr. Frank Shaw, The
News aviationcorrespond-

ent.

Opticalillusions
Committeemembers

agreedtherewere simple
explanationsto the major-
ity of flyingsaucerreports,

includingcar headlightson
nearly invisiblecloud
layers,birds, aircraftseen
at unusual angles, fireballs,

meteors, and meteorites,

weather balloons,high
clouds just after sunset,

mirage reflections,optical
illusions,and red corpuscles

insidethe eyes.
But therewas an element

of doubt about some re-
ports.Insufficientor in-
accurate information could
be the reasonfor this.

Four of the reportsdealt
with yesterdayfall into
this category.

Cases consideredwere
from:—
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Mr. D. M. Scherek,of
Kirkcaldy,who reporteda
bright, planet-likeobject
waxing and waning and
making jerky movements
on the westernhorizon
earlyin the morningof
January 9. Explanation—

The planet Jupiter.

TOY BALLOONS

Mr. W. H. Hewes, Croy-
don Park:A bright,round
yellow object, which
hurtledacross the northern

sky just aftermidnighton
January 15 Explanation

—Meteorite.

Mr. C. H. Barker,of St.
Morris:A black,dumbell-
shaped object,flying high
and fast east of Adelaide

at 6.15p.m.on January17.
The committeeaccepted
explanationby two boys
who admittedthey were
testingtwo toy balloons

filied with hydrogenand
tied together.

A similarexplanation is
probablefor a dumbell-

shaped object reportedby
Mr. G. Knipe,of Osborne,

on the following day.
Mr. K. J.

McQuillan.

of
Pooraka.—A semi-circular
shaped object,flying fast
from north to south at
9.20 p.m. on January19.
Brightin appearance,it
lefta trailof fire.Ex-
plantation.

— A star or
meteor.

NEW TYPE PLANE
Mr. N. R. Koch,Row-

lands Flat, and several
others. —Wingless, cigar-
shapedsilverobjectflying
500-600m.p.h.,three miles
high in a north-eastdirec-

tion on the afternoonof
February 4. Explanation.

—New type of jet aircraft.

here for
experimental

pur-
poses.

Mr. C. W. Huxtable.

Mallala.—Shiny. solid ob-
ject speedingacross the
sky and shootingup at
terrific speedon the morn-

ing of January.14. Ex-
planation.—RAAF authori-
tiesfounda largetoy bal-
loon,frilledby paperand
with silverstripsattached
as. a tail,threemilesfrom
the RAAF stationa few
days later.A practical

joke.

Mr. D. A. Rann,Flinders

Park.—Shiny, cigar-shaped
object, without wings or

tail
assembly, flyingout to

sea near HenleyBeach at
1.15 p.m..on February7.
Explanation. — Aircraft
climbing or bankingon to
courseby the Visual-Aural

Radio Range at West
Beachused to home or de-
part aircraft to and from
Parafield.

The doubtful cases were

those submitted by Mrs.
F. M. Moon,of

Athelstone;

and Messrs.L. Waltke.
HenleyBeach;R. F. Gold-
smith, Edithburg; and
C. R. Dallow,Ferryden

Park.
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Shape distorted

Mrs. Moon's report of an
orange-colored object on

the night of February 8
lackedmany essentialde-
tails.

Mr. Waltke's tambo-
rine-shapedobject travel-
ling northearlyon Janu-
ary 12 was

probably
a dis-

tant meteorite or fireball
distorted in shapeby dis-
tance.
A late Convairfrom

Melbourne

withitsal-ternating wing, nose, and
tail landinglights flashing.

givingthe appearance of
rapid horizontal and ver-
ticalflight,was offeredby
the committee as the pos-
sible explanationof Mr.
Dallow'sglowing banana-
shapedobjectsightedlate
on January 14.
The reportby Mr. Gold-

smithof an objectlikea
hairbrush with the bristles

hangingdown sightedon
the eveningof January30,
was mostlikely a flockof
seabirdsflyinginto the
settingsun, stragglersbe-
low the flockformingthe
bristlesat a distance.

The meetingendedwith
Sir Kerr Grant commend-

ing the formingof the
committee, which he felt
could achieve a worthwhile

purposein settingat rest
the minds of people who
might be concerned at un-
usual phenomena. He in-
vitedmore reportsfor the
committee's next meeting.

committee's next meeting.


